BRITANNIA SQUARE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 
the Britannia Square Residents’ Association 
held at
the United Reformed Church, Albany Terrace, Worcester
at
7.30 pm on Friday 14 November 2025

1. Welcome and opening remarks

John Ball welcomed everyone, particularly new residents and also our guests, County Councillor Tor Pingree and City Councillors Lynn Denham and Adam Scott. John expressed his thanks to the United Reformed Church for the use of their building for our meeting and to our guests for their support of our activities. 

2. Attendance

2.1 Apologies were received from:

Members: Clare & Mike Beak, Marinda & Rory Cobb, Martin Cooper, Nadene & Rob Costello, Simon Dupernex, Patrick Eckersley, Colin & Jill Friedlander, Lynn Gale, Julia & Robert Holdsworth, Sylvie Humphryes, Geoff & Pat Lewis, Ed & Sue Llewellyn, Nicky Neville-Lee, Joy Porter, Charles Prior, Vivien Roberts and Tracy Scott.
Non-members: Richard Elwell, Sarah Fernihough, Simon Hampton and Sue Sinclair. 

2.2 Those present were:

Committee members: John Ball, Ella Blankstone, Ann Cowper, Robin Dallaway, Carol Inman and Emily Walsh. 

Other members: Nic Aston, Ruth Bader, Emma Banaghan, Mel Cooper, Tony Birse & Lynne Evans, Claire Dallaway, Liz & Miles Drake,Virginie Eckersley, Corinne Flannigan, Jim Gale, Stephen Inman, Angela Lanyon, Andrew & Pat Oddy, Gareth Olden & Tom Bathurst, John & Liz Prosser, Kevin Sherrington-Lodge, Ian Terry, and Gill Yates.

In attendance:  City Councillors Lynn Denham & Adam Scott, County Councillor Tor Pingree.

3. Minutes

The minutes of the last AGM, held on 8 November 2024, were approved. 

4. Election of Committee for 2025/6

The Association’s Committee consists of a maximum of seven elected members and three co-opted members.  Emily Walsh had been co-opted to the Committee during the year and had agreed to stand for election alongside the existing four elected members. Those listed below stood for election*/re-election:

John Ball
Carol Inman - Secretary
Nicky Neville-Lee
Tracy Scott - Treasurer
Emily Walsh*

The above members were proposed, seconded and elected*/re-elected unopposed.  

Ella Blankstone and Ann Cowper each expressed their willingness to continue to serve as co-opted members. Also, Robin Dallaway had agreed to continue as a co-opted member to assist with the website and newsletter.

The Committee is most grateful for their continued support.


5.  Committee Members’ Reports

Copies of the Committee Members’ reports and minutes are published on our website: www.britanniasquare.org.  Please find the event on the calendar and click through to see the documents or click on Residents’ Area in the header and select Document Library.

Additional and significant matters are noted below.

5.1. Secretary’s Report 

5.1.1 Events 

Carol Inman reported that in December 2024, for the first time, the Association had held a joint Christmas event with York Place Residents’ Association (YPRA). A large group of residents gathered outside the URC to sing carols, accompanied by Worcester Concert Brass. The event would be repeated this year on Thursday 18 December.

The Street Clean, supported by Worcester City Council, had taken place in June. This was the last time we would be assisted by the City Council’s Community Engagement team due to it being disbanded. However, the Environmental Operations team would assist us with the arrangements in future years. Again, residents were encouraged to maintain their frontages in good condition all year round, not just at the time of the annual street clean. 

Following the success of the Christmas event with YPRA, the Summer Party on 29 June, was also held as a joint event. An excellent turn-out of residents from both associations enjoyed the lovely sunny weather.

5.1.2 Highways & Lighting

Carol confirmed that the County Council had referred the dips in the middle of Hebb Street (at the side of the Golden Gourmet) to an engineer for investigation and repair. 

5.1.3 Neighbourhood Watch (NW)

The NW scheme continued to operate, mainly using WhatsApp messaging. Carol mentioned that PCSO Brahim Faci had been very helpful regarding the recent incidents of anti-social behaviour in Back Lane North. 

5.1.4 Planning Applications

Carol explained the Committee’s active role in reviewing and commenting on planning applications both within the Conservation Area and in adjacent areas which would affect residents.
Members were reminded to make use of the Council’s website to inspect plans and make comments.

The only application pending approval was one to convert a garage into a gym at 51BS. 

5.2. Financial Report

John Ball reported that BSRA had seen a good increase in membership over the past year. This had been particularly beneficial given that Fisher German had been unable to continue sponsoring our website. Members were asked to contact either Robin or Carol if they knew of a business which may be interested in sponsorship.

John added that the Association had not been asked for a contribution to the City Council’s Gull Prevention programme this summer. However, an amount was held in reserves should a contribution be required in future. It was also noted that there was money in reserves to cover maintenance/upkeep of the defibrillator, installed outside the URC in January.

The accounts for 2024/25 were subsequently approved by the meeting. 



5.3. Wine Club Report

John Ball presented the Wine Club’s report and commented that the Club’s finances were kept separately from those of the Association. Generally two events were held each year, the first in spring and the second an outdoor summer party.  Surplus funds from the events may be used to subsidise future meetings or possibly a vineyard visit.  

Any BSRA member with an interest in wine was invited to contact John to be added to the mailing list for future events.  

6.   Any other business

	Angela Lanyon asked if other residents were inconvenienced by the irregular timings of refuse collections. Cllr Denham commented that householders were asked to put bins out by 7 am on collection days. On the day, the actual collection time may vary due to traffic, roadworks, breakdowns etc.

Andrew Oddy commented that bins left out early could be targeted by passers-by wanting to dispose of dog mess.  

Emma Banaghan reported that a number of lamp-posts in the Square, particularly on the south side, had been stained by dog urine. Carol suggested that the affected lamp-posts be reported to the County Council via their website. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ann Cowper commented that cars parked after 5.30pm on single yellow lines in the section of Britannia Square (alongside Marlow Court) between Britannia Road and Upper Tything could be problematic for drivers turning out of or into the Square. 


*************************************************


Following the meeting, a “BSRA Neighbourhood Forum” was held to enable residents to share their thoughts and concerns about the local area. 

Areas covered included EV charging for car owners with no off-street parking, shop frontages in conservation areas, bedding abandoned by sleepers outside shops,  “enhanced” e-bikes and e-scooters in the city centre. 
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